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THE CONVENTION PROGRAM 


Final arrangements for the program of the annual conven- 
tion are now being made and copies of the complete program will 
be mailed to canners early in January. 

The coming convention will be devoted to practical discus- 
sion of the chief problems now confronting the industry. At the 
convention last year the Association requested the Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics of the Department of Agriculture to 
make a survey that would provide a basis on which the industry’s 
operations might better be adjusted to the changed conditions 
resulting from the business depression. This survey, covering 
the major vegetable products, has been completed. Its purpose 
and its methods will be presented at the opening session; its 
application to the various products will be discussed at the section 
meetings. 

The program of the convention as a whole will aim to fur- 
nish the canners information on the present status of the in- 
dustry and to present analyses of the factors that should enter 
into production plans and enable the canner to adjust his indi- 
vidual business to the conditions that may be expected during 
the coming year. 

Because of the interest developed in the subject of govern- 
ment in general and government competition with private enter- 
prise, especially the investigations conducted by the Shannon 
Committee, a member of that committee has been invited to dis- 
cuss the subject at the opening session on Monday afternoon. 


TARIFF COMMISSION HEARING ON CANNED FISH IN OIL 


A public hearing on canned sardines was held before the 
U. S. Tariff Commission in Washington on December 6, at which 
evidence was presented principally on the cost of production of 
sardines in Maine and competition with foreign sardines, es- 
pecially Norwegian. The investigation was requested by the sar- 
dine canners of Maine, looking toward an increase in the import 
duty. 
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Representatives appearing on behalf of the domestic sardine 
canners included James Abernethy, West Pembroke, Me.; F. A. 
Harding, Watertown, Mass.; R. J. Peacock and A. C. Ramsdell, 
Lubec, Me.; J. A. MacNichol and J. R. Holmes, Eastport, Me. ; 
Frank P. Washburn, Commissioner of Agriculture of Maine, in 
charge of the state inspection service of the sardine industry, 
and H. M. Loomis of the National Canners Association. Repre- 
sentative Nelson and Senator Hale of Maine also appeared and 
made statements with reference to the serious plight of the 
Maine sardine industry on account of the competition of imported 
sardines. 


The principal spokesman for the sardine importers was At- 
torney Gustav Lange, Jr., who represented the Norwegian Sar- 
dine Canners Association. No witnesses testified on behalf of 
the sardine importers, but Mr. Lange requested leave to file a 
brief with the Commission, which was granted. 


JAPANESE CANNED CRAB STOCKS 


Stocks of canned crab on hand in Japan on October 13 
amounted to 277,176 cases, according to the American trade 
commissioner at Tokyo. 


JAPANESE SALMON SHIPMENTS TO UNITED STATES 


The Japan Tinned Food Association states that during Sep- 
tember shipments of canned salmon to the United States 
amounted to 39,371 cases, making the total shipment from Jan- 
uary 1 to October 1 of the current year 42,313 cases. 


RESULTS OF 1932 NORWEGIAN SARDINE FISHERIES 


Total deliveries of small-herring to Norwegian canning fac- 
tories up to October 15, 1932, aggregated 425,337 bushels as com- 
pared with 185,713 during the corresponding period of 19381, ac- 
cording to the American consul at Stavanger. The considerable 
increase is attributed in part to the larger deliveries of “bland- 
ing.” Deliveries of “blanding” in 1931 and 1982 were 10,696 
bushels and 120,680 bushels, respectively. 

Actual production statistics are not available. On the basis 
that one skjeppe of small-herring produces one case of 100 
quarter Dingley tins, the total 1932 pack up to October 15, 1982, 
aggregated approximately 750,000 cases, as contrasted with 
about 330,000 cases during the corresponding period of 1931. 

On account of excessive stocks, several of the larger can- 
neries decided to curtail production temporarily from October 29, 
although fish were still plentiful. 
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For the first nine months of 1931 and 1932 the range of 
prices of small-herring sardines per case of 100 tins f. o. b. Nor- 
wegian export harbor has been as follows (krone converted for 
1931 at 26.6 cents and for 1932 at 18.36 cents) : 


In olive oil: 1931 1982 
tins $7. $4.77-$5.14 
8. Dingley, 2 ‘layer, first quality. . 4.26- 4.7 2.75- 3.21 
Dingley, 1 first quality. . 3.86- 2.30- 3.08 
. 4.30 2.11- 2.57 
1/16 tins 2.06- 3.06 1.84 

In tomato sauce : 

7.18- 7.71 4.50- 5.14 
Dingley, ‘2 layer, first quality 4.26- 4.52 2.57- 2.14 
. Dingley, 1 layer, first 3.72- 3.90 2.25- 2.75 
tias 3.46- 3.72 $.11- 2.30 
1/16 tins ‘ 2.66- 2.938 1.56- 1.74 


Norwegian exports of small-herring sardines in oil amounted 
to 12,707 tons for the first nine months of 1932, as against 8,313 
tons in the corresponding period of 1931. Exports of these sar- 
dines in tomato sauce were 1,270 tons in 1932 as against 1,815 
tons in 1931. 


TRADE COMMISSION'S WORK AGAINST FRAUDULENT 
ADVERTISING 

In its annual report to Congress covering the fiscal year 
1932, the Federal Trade Commission states that as a result of 
its campaign against fraudulent advertising it is estimated that 
during the year more than 20,000 false and misleading advertise- 
ments were either discontinued entirely or revised to check fairly 
with the truth. These false advertising cases are investigated 
and developed for the Commission by a special board of investi- 
gation which considers all such advertising in newspapers, maga- 
zines and on the radio that are brought to its attention by refer- 
ence, complaint or otherwise. 


FROZEN AND PRESERVED FRUITS IN COLD STORAGE 


The following table shows the holdings of fruit in cold stor- 
age reported to the Bureau of Agricultural Economics as of De- 
cember 1, also a comparison with last year and with a five-year 
average: 

December December 1 5-year 
1982 1931 


average 

Apples : 
Barrels 1,388,000 2,177,000 2,135,000 
Boxes... 14,740,000 16,849,000 16,845,000 
Baskets 10,447,000 10,817,000 6,668,000 

Boxes ‘5 ‘ 1,470,000 1,208,000 1,485,000 
Baskets ...... 132,000 130,000 75,000 
Frozen and preserved fruits (pounds) 70,811,000 Mi, ors 000 72,167,000 
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TRUCK CROP PROSPECTS AND SHIPMENTS 


New records for low temperatures were established in north- 
ern and central California last week and cold still prevailed in 
that section up to December 15, according to the U. S. Bureau of 
Agricultural Economics. Crops of celery, cauliflower, artichokes, 
peas and lettuce were quite severely damaged. 

Production of spinach in Virginia to January was estimated 
at about 12,000 cars, of which only 452 cars had been moved by 
rail up to December 4, compared with 91 cars a year ago to De- 
cember 5. The cold spell late in November ruined about 90 per 
cent of the spinach that was ready to ship. Shipments during 
the last of December and in January, it is reported, will be very 
light. Plantings of spinach in Texas are estimated at 44,300 
acres, compared with 20,800 acres last season. Four other early 
states together report 2,380 acres, or about the same as last year. 


The acreage of early cabbage in four southern states is re- 
ported as 56,720, compared with 34,910 acres last year, most of 
the increase being in Texas and Louisiana. Intended plantings 
in the second early states are 12,990 acres, or one-fifth more than 
last year. 

Shipments of 29 fruits and vegetables during the week ended 
December 10 increased about 400 cars to a total of 12,745, as 
against 14,535 cars for the corresponding week last year. 


Tomato shipments from southern Texas increased to 35 
carloads, but California dropped to about 25 and only 20 came 
from Florida. Imports from Mexico and Cuba together totaled 
only 7 cars. 


Pea shipments totaled 114 cars, 110 of which were from the 
Imperial Valley. Ten cars arrived from Mexico. 


PUERTO RICAN CANNERIES BEING REPAIRED 


The ten canneries in Puerto Rico are being repaired from the 
damage caused by the hurricane in anticipation of the “early 
crop” in 1983. A number of the canning plants were damaged, 
but according to a report from the American trade commissioner 
at San Juan, practically none of the machinery will have to be 
replaced. 


COMMISSION SUSPENDS PROPOSED RATE CHANGE 


The Interstate Commerce Commission has suspended from 
December 5 until July 5, 1933, the operation of certain schedules 
proposing to restrict the application of distance commodity rates 
on canned goods in carloads between points in the southwest, so 
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as not to apply on imports and coastwise traffic. The schedules 
suspended would result in increases such as, for example, making 
the rate from Lake Charles, La., to Alexandria, La., 27 cents per 
100 pounds instead of the present rate of 18 cents. 


AMENDMENT OF ADULTERATION SECTION OF FOOD LAW 
PROPOSED 


A bill (S. 5184) to amend the adulteration section of the 
Food and Drugs Act by adding a provision for the establishment 
of definitions and/or standards of purity for foods was intro- 
duced on December 14 by Senator Copeland. The term “foods” 
as used in the proposed amendment does not include proprietary 
foods. The effect of the proposed amendment would be to give 
the force of law to all standards and/or definitions for purity 
promulgated by the Secretary of Agriculture in the manner 
proposed. 

The standards and definitions contemplated under this 
amendment are distinct from the standards under the McNary- 
Mapes act and from the standards established under the market 
inspection service. 


The bill provides the following procedure with respect to 
the establishment of the standards and definitions for purity: 


Whenever the Secretary shall determine upon a definition and/or 
standard of purity for a food he shall first submit it to the advisory com- 
mittee hereinafter described, for review. If a majority of the committee 
approves such definition and/or standard the Secretary shall then cause 
a public hearing to be held upon it, after reasonable public notice of the 
hearing. A written record of the hearing shall be made and a transcript 
thereof shall be filed in the Department of Agriculture as a public record. 
If, after the hearing, the Secretary shall be of the opinion that such defini- 
tion and/or standard should be esta>lished and promulgated by him under 
this paragraph, either in its original form or in a revised form approved 
by the committee, he shall forthwith establish and promulgate such defini- 
tion and/or standard and it shall be effective on a date prescribed by the 
Secretary, but in no case earlier than ninety days from the date of its pro- 
mulgation. The Secretary is empowered to revise such definition and/or 
standard promulgated by him, by the same procedure. The Secretary is 
empowered to revoke such definition and/or standard promulgated by him, 
for cause and upon public notice. The Secretary shall annually appoint a 
committee of experts on definitions and/or standards for foods, to advise 
him as hereinbefore provided. The committee shall consist of nine mem- 
bers, three representing the Department of Agriculture, three representing 
the manufacturing food industry, and three representing the public at 
large. Each member of the committee shall hold office for a term of one 
year. The Secretary shall fill any vacancy in the committee, when it 
occurs, and he may remove any member from the committee for inefficiency, 
neglect of duty, or malfeasance in office. The committee shall appoint its 
own chairman and secretary. The Secretary is empowered to make such 
procedural regulations as may be necessary to carry out the provisions 
of this paragraph, 
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CANNED PINEAPPLE PRODUCTION IN TAIWAN 


Production of canned pineapple in the 73 canneries in Taiwan 
in 1931 amounted to 29,579,128 cans, as compared with 18,003,- 
645 in 1930, and 20,184,368 in 1929, according to the American 
consul at Taihoku. The industry is handicapped by too many 
small companies, lack of capital, and antiquated canning methods, 
The fall in exchange value of the yen will serve, however, to give 
the exporters an advantage in foreign markets. 


STUDY OF ADVERTISING ALLOWANCES PUBLISHED 


The Institute of Economics, which three years ago pub- 
lished a book by Dr. Leverett S. Lyon on Hand-to-Mouth Buying, 
has recently published a book on Advertising Allowances by the 
same author, which will be of considerable interest to canned 
food advertisers as well as to distributors. The study from which 
this new book developed was a result of the earlier investigation 
of hand-to-mouth buying, in which the Institute had the assist- 
ance of numerous business concerns and trade associations. The 
Institute was asked to undertake the study of certain problems 
in trade ethics and regulation, and the report on advertising 
allowances is the first of several publications that will deal with 
various phases of price policy. 


Chapters are devoted to the origin and development of ad- 
vertising allowances, the current confusion in advertising allow- 
ances, advertising allowances in the grocery industries, adver- 
tising allowances among manufacturers generally, managerial 
and economic aspects, and trade practice rules and advertising 
allowances. 


In the final chapter, Dr. Lyon recommends, as the result of 
his study, that a trade practice conference committee considering 
advertising allowances would be well advised to agree: 


1. That the term “advertising allowance” is, in the opinion of the trade, 
used inaccurately and unethically when it is applied to any part of a price 
offer or used otherwise than to denote a payment for the purchase of spe- 
cific promotion services. 


2. That advertising allowances are, in the opinion of the trade, un- 
ethical except when given as payments for specific promotion performances 
which are possible, practicable, and capable of being audited. 

3. That advertising allowances shall be arranged for in agreements 
entirely separate and distinct from sales agreements. 

4. That advertising allowance agreements shall definitely specify 
exactly how much shall be paid (in money or credit, goods or services) by 
the giver of the allowance, exactly what services shall be rendered by the 
recipient of the allowance, and the method of auditing performance which 
the allowance giver shall employ. 
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The trade should consider the advisability of condemning all adver- 
tising allowances which are secret on the ground that the terms of secret 
arrangements cannot be known and on the ground that the suspicion and 
mistrust engendered in the trade and the loss of time involved in transact- 
ing business in such a trade atmosphere offset such advantages as may be 
found in secret arrangements. 


The book can be obtained from the Brookings Snatieution, 
Washington, D. C., at $1 per copy. 


PLANT DISEASE POSTERS AVAILABLE 


A series of colored posters illustrating plant diseases has 
been issued by the U. 8. Department of Agriculture, a number 
of which may be of interest to canners. Each poster is printed 
on pasteboard 714 by 12 inches in size, with tissue paper facings. 
They are sold by the Superintendent of Documents, Government 
Printing Office, Washington, at 5 cents each, and should be or- 
dered by number. Among those of interest to canners are the 
following: 


No. 14. Corn Diseases. A, Diplodia seedling blight. B, Gibberella seed- 
ling blight. 

No. 15. Corn Diseases. A, B, Healthy germinating kernels. C, D, E, Ger- 
minating kernels infected with Cephalosporium. F, G, H, Ger- 
minating kernels infected with Fusarium. 

No. 16. Tomato Diseases. A, Anthracnose rot. B, Ring rot (Melan- 
conium). C, Phoma rot, early stage. D, E, Phoma rot, late 
stages. 

No. 17. Tomato Diseases. A, Bacterial spot, very early stage. B, C, Bac- 
terial spot, medium and late stages. D, E, Bacterial canker. 

No. 18. Tomato Diseases. A, B, Blossom-end rot. C, Catface. D, Growth 
cracks. E, Skin checks and cracks. 

No. 19. Tomato Diseases. A, B, C, Late blight rot. D, E, F, Buckeye rot. 

No. 20. Tomato Diseases. A, B, C, Green mold rot (Cladosporium). D, 
Rhizopus rot. 

No. 21. Tomato Diseases. A, B, Nailhead spot, early stages. C, D, E, 
Nailhead spot, medium and late stages. 

No. 22. Tomato Diseases. A, B, Sulphur dioxide injury. C, D, E, Streak. 

No. 23. Tomato Diseases. Soil rot (Rhizoctonia) various stages. 

No. 24. Tomato Diseases. A, Sun scald. B, Alternaria rot. C, Sun scald 
followed by bacterial soft rot. D, Fusarium rot. E, Soil rot 
(Rhizoctonia), early stage on green fruit. 

No. 25. sy | Diseases. A, Rhizopus rot. B, Bacterial spot. C, D, E, 


nthracnose, various stages (C shows some secondary Alter- 
naria). 


CANNED FOOD PRODUCTION IN GERMANY 


German production of canned foods in 1932 was smaller than 
in 1981, according to the American trade commissioner in Berlin. 
Consumption of canned fruits and vegetables in Germany last 
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year was about 90,000,000 1/1 tins, and this year’s output plus 
stocks on hand at the opening of the year is about 20,000,000 
cans below last year’s consumption. German canners are in a 
more optimistic mood than they have been in two years. 


SOURCE OF BRITISH CANNED FRUIT SUPPLIES 

Of the total imports of canned fruit into the United King- 
dom amounting to 333,491,200 pounds in 19381, four-fifths are 
made up of pineapples, peaches, pears and apricots, according to 
an article in “Food Manufacture,” published in London. These 
four fruits with the addition of fruit salads and grapefruit com- 
prise about 95 per cent of the total canned fruit imports. 

Berry fruits, plums, cherries, etc., are canned in some quan- 
tity in England, the 1930 output being estimated at 46,144,000 
pounds. The English journal estimates that of the canned fruits 
consumed by the British public, 316,822,240 pounds are imported 
and not possible of production in England, 46,144,000 pounds are 
of home production, and 16,668,960 pounds are imported but pos- 
sible of production in England. 

If British canned fruit consumption has reached its limit, 
which the English journal does not concede, the only avenue for 
further development of the British canning industry is by re- 
placement of the 16,668,960 pounds of imported fruit either by a 
similar type that can be produced in England or by fruits of a 
dissimilar type. If half the peaches, pineapples, etc., could be 
replaced by English-grown plums, etc., the British canning in- 
dustry, it is held, could be expanded threefold. 
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